[Mitral valve prolapse and panic disorder].
To determine the incidence of mitral valve prolapse (MVP), using echocardiographic and auscultatory criteria, in cases of panic disorder (complicated or not with agoraphobia). Sixty-five patients (37 women) with panic disorder and without known cardiac disease, mean age 39.8 years (range 19-67) were studied. MVP was diagnosed when there was a typical auscultatory click or when the echocardiographic study (echo) registered one mitral lacinea 2 mm behind the C-D line at the "M" study or a systolic billowing of mitral leaflets in two views to the two-dimensional study. MVP was found in 29 (44.6%) of the patients, 12 (42.7) men and 17 (49.5%) women. A click was found in 19 (24%) of the cases and the Echo was positive in 24 (39.6%) of the patients. Click and a positive Echo finding were identified in 14 patients. MVP was found in panic cases, in incidence greater than in the general population.